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copper. The date of the didrachms may be partly
conjectured from the style, which, especially in the
eagle, points to a period later than that of Ptolemy IV.
Philopator, and in this and the letters to one about the
time of Ptolemy V. Epiphanes. It may further be ascer-
tained from the letters -, which can. I think, be con-
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vincingly shewn to stand on coins of Ptolemy III. and
IV. for the name of the powerful Sosibius. (See below,
pp. 13,14.) If they here stand for the same name, it must
be that of a Sosibius in power at or after the marriage of
Ptolemy V. Epiphanes to Cleopatra I, The powerful
Sosibius was guardian of Ptolemy Epiphanes (^vBe-n-trpcwroe)
(Polyb. Reliq. xv. 28) at the beginning of his reign (Id. 25),
though supplanted by his colleague Agathocles, and pro-
bably killed by him (Cf. Id. 25). Shortly afterwards,
Sosibius, son of SosibiuSj one of the body-guard (o-w/zaro-
0vXa£ vTrapxav), took the lead in the disturbance that ended
in the downfall of Agathocles (Id. 32). He thus obtained
the king's signet-ring (still as in Joseph's time the mark
of viceregal power. Gen. xlL 42), and custody of his body,
but was compelled by his colleague Tlepolemus to resign
the ring to him, and with it the supreme authority
(xvi. 22). It is, however, by no means certain that he
ceased to hold a nigh place, or even to be an inferior
colleague of Tlepolemus. There is, therefore, nothing to
forbid the conjecture that he may at or after the time
of Cleopatra's marriage have been sufficiently powerful to
put his name on the coinage. The occurrence of the initials
of Sidon on Mr. "Wigan's didrachm, and the monogram of
Ptolemai's on coins of Cleopatra,israther a difficulty^thanan
indication of date. It must be subsequently noticed* Here
it is sufficient to remark that the difficulty of reconciling

